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guage, its relation to the Twranian (Altaic) family, its phonology, the priority of 
the Accadian population of Chaldea; the Sumerian influence in Chaldean and 
Babylonian civilization; the archaic legislation of the Accadians, and other kin- 
dred topics. Under the topics " Chaldean Demonology," " Chaldean Amulets," 
"Chaldean Sorcery," many strange facts are given. The comparison between 
Egyptian and Chaldean magic, and between Accadian and Egyptian magic is a 
most interesting one. 

This volume must be regarded as, upon the whole, a most important contribu- 
tion to the literature of the department of Comparative Mythology. Much work 
has been done in the Assyrian field since the issue of this book, and many new 
discoveries, doubtless, have been made ; yet the material here gathered is to be 
regarded as trustworthy and up with the times. 



DOWN IN EGYPT. 



Since the hieroglyphics have found their tongues, and pyramid and obelisk 
and temple wall become historians, we know more of the Egypt of the Pharaohs 
than of the Egypt of the Pashas. This is partly because there is more to know of 
the former, and partly because of the wonderful exactness and life-likeness with 
which that long vanished civilization has been reproduced. 

" Israel in Egypt " is a recent addition to the rapidly increasing literature of 
this subject. The title of the book scarcely reveals its real scope, as it is of Egypt 
rather than of Israel that we read. The writer's object is to present in an inter- 
esting, popular form, the results of modern discoveries and advances in Egyptol- 
ogy, and give his readers a picture of the life and society there revealed. He blots 
out the ages that have passed. That far away yesterday is to-day again. We 
walk through the land of Thothmes and Barneses* as we might through Prance or 
Italy, through a living land, full of work, and pleasure, and sorrow— full of human 
life. 

The larger part of the book is of this nature, descriptive. The temples with 
all their solemn and severe grandeur, the home life of the people, cheery and kind, 
their industries, their religious life, these are depicted in turn. Then follows a 
section upon early Egyptian history, and the book ends with a chapter upon the 
Exodus. 

It is very pleasant reading, rather recreation than study, but at the same time 
affords valuable aid in understanding the times of which it treats. Mr. Clark is a 
good word painter, and some of his bits of coloring are very fine. There are be- 
side the word pictures, more than two hundred illustrations. The book is well 
gotten up, mechanically, and the large type and generous pages will recommend it 
to those who live by their eyes. 



SACRED MOUNTAINS AND SCENES.t 



In reading the Bible, we frequently invest its scenes and persons with such a 
sacred (so called) atmosphere, that they become unreal to .us. Theoretically, we 
believe in the existence of Noah, Abraham, Jacob, Samuel, while, in reality, we 



* Israel in Egypt ; Egypt's place among the Ancient Monarchies. By Edward L. Clark. 
Neyf YoA: Nelson <i Phillips. Pp. xvi, 352. $4.00. 

+ Sacked Mountains, Chabactebs and Scenes in the Holy Land. By Eev. J. T. Headley. 
New York: C. SerOmer's Sons. 5^x7^, pp. •441. $2.00. 
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never picture them to our minds as really and naturally as we do other historical 
characters. 

The book before us recognizes this truth, and, believing such a method of 
treating God's Word to be erroneous, seeks to remedy it by describing some of the 
sacred scenes in language such as we would use to-day in relating similar incidents. 
Events occurring on mountain tops are the ones which are generally depicted. 
Ararat, Moriah, Sinah, Hor, Tabor, Carmel, Lebanon, Zion and Calvary are spoken 
of, while scenes in the lives of Joseph, Kuth, Samuel, Eli, Absalom, Daniel and 
Christ are related. The author has succeeded much better than the majority of 
those who have undertaken the same work; and some of his descriptions are 
extremely vivid and realistic, e. g.,lns description of the Flood, the Passage of the 
Red Sea, the story of the Nameless Prophet (1 Kgs. xiii.), and the Mount of 
Olives. 

The book does not pretend to be a scholarly or scientific treatise, but accom- 
plishes in good degree the end proposed. Some of the illustrations would better 
be left out, as they detract from the interest of the work. 



HELLMUTH'S BIBLICAL THESAURUS. 



It is undoubtedly true that no book has suffered so much at the hand of 
would-be expositors as the Bible. Its friends have, in this particular, done it 
vastly more harm than its enemies. The book before us is but one of many ill- 
devised, impracticable attempts to help in an understanding of the Bible. The 
industry exhibited by its author is commendable, but his judgment and scholar- 
ship are scarcely equal to the task which he has set for himself. Supplied with 
this work, the student needs no text, no lexicon, no concordance, no grammar, no 
reference-book of any kind. It is multum in parvo, — so much so, in fact, that the 
little of good contained in it is difficult to find. One would suppose that, in 
this day of advanced scholarship, no writer would care to identify the Hebrew 
'erets {earth) with the German erde and the Latin terra; the Hebrew ra'a [to see) 
with dpda; raqi(a)' (expanse) with the English to rack, to stretch; or yabbasha [di-y 
Zand) with the Greek jidaic. These, however, are but examples of a thousand or 
more derivations proposed by our author. 

The plan of this book is absurd, the execution of the plan still more so. The 
book wiU not only fail to aid the student, but will do him great injury by its false 
statements and undigested material. We fail to discover any good purpose which 
this volume is likely to accomplish. It would seem probable that the one hun- 
dred and twenty-eight pages covering Genesis i. — xvi., given us in this Part I. of 
Vol. I. would satisfy all demand for publications of this sort. 



* Biblical Thesaurus ; or, A literal translation and critical analysis of every word in 
the original languages of the Old Testament, with explanatory notes in appendices. By 
Right Rev. J. Hellmuth, D. D., D. C. L., Assistant to the Bishop of Ripon. Genesis i. to xvi. 
Vol. I., Part I. Pp.128. London : Hodder * Stouffhtore, 37 Paternoster Bow. Price, 5 shillings. 



